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(a) Example 2 from the US National Center for Health Statistics [1].

(b) Example 1 from the Russian Ministry of Health [2].

Figure S1: An example of a death certificate issued for a deceased with acute respi-
ratory distress, pneumonia, and COVID-19 by the US and Russia. In both cases, the
Underlying Cause of Death (UCoD) is identified as COVID-19 (U07.1).
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Figure S2: Example 10 from the Russian Ministry of Health [2]. The death certificate
identifies the Underlying Cause of Death (UCoD) as gastric cancer (C16.2). Despite a
laboratory confirmed positive test for COVID-19, COVID-19 is not indicated on the
death certificate. Within the US, the Underlying Cause of Death (UCoD) would likely
be COVID-191.
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1“In some cases, survival from COVID-19 can be complicated by pre-existing chronic con-
ditions, . . . . These medical conditions do not cause COVID-19, but can increase the risk of
contracting a respiratory infection and death, so these conditions should be reported in Part
II and not in Part I.” [1]
“When a death is due to COVID-19, it is likely the Underlying Cause of Death (UCoD) and
thus, it should be reported on the lowest line used in Part I of the death certificate.” [1]
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